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Information about intended use. Usage notes

Information about how values may be obtained or updated.Creation
/maintenance notes

Whether values must be given.
”Mandatory”: something the repository must know independent of how or 
whether the repository records it. Means mandatory if applicable. If not 
explicitly recorded, it must be provided in exchange.

Obligation

Whether it can take multiple valuesRepeatability

Illustrative examples of valuesExamples

Whether it applies to the category of objectApplicability

Representation                                  File            Bit streamObject category

How it should be encoded; 
”Container”: an umbrella for two or more; no values given
”None”: can take any form
”Value should be taken from a controlled vocabulary”

Data constraint

Why the unit is needed (if not obvious)Rationale

Meaning of semantic unitDefinition

If a container, lists its sub-elements. Each component has own entry. Semantic components

Name that is descriptive and unique. Use externally aids interoperability. 
Need not be used internally in repository.

Semantic unit

"�������
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Semantic unit size�
Semantic 
components 

None�

Definition The size in bytes of the file or bitstream stored in the 
repository. �

Rationale Size is useful for ensuring the correct number of bytes from 
storage have been retrieved and that an application has 
enough room to move or process files. It might also be used 
when billing for storage. 

Data constraint Integer�
Object category Representation File Bitstream 
Applicability Not applicable Applicable Applicable 
Examples  2038927  
Repeatability � Not repeatable� -�
������
�����
Obligation � .�
��	��� .�
��	���
Creation/ 
Maintenance notes 

Automatically obtained by the repository. 

Usage notes Defining this semantic unit as size in bytes makes it 
unnecessary to record a unit of measurement. However, for 
the purpose of data exchange the unit of measurement should 
be stated or understood by both partners. 

 


